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Trek from the Dead Sea to ancient Petra and raise funds for the  
cancer charity or hospice of your choice. 
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Have you, or has anyone you know, been touched by cancer?
Britain V Cancer is a very special and unique challenge, whereby everyone taking part raises funds 
for the cancer charity or hospice of their choice. It will be life-changing in so many ways: create 
unforgettable memories, discover an incredible part of the world and experience all of this with 
like-minded people; but most importantly, you’ll be making a difference for the cancer charity or 
hospice you’ve chosen to support. It’ll not only change your life, but it’ll also change the lives of the 
people across Britain who’ll benefit from the charities’ work.

Trek from the lowest point on Earth, the Dead Sea, to the 
ancient city of Petra
The Jordan Desert Trek entails five days of trekking, starting at the Dead Sea and finishing in the 
red rock city of Petra. Accompanied by Bedouin guides, you’ll trek along ancient trails through 
mountain and desert terrain and sleep under a mind-blowing canvas of stars. Along the way, our 
fantastic guide will let you in on the legends of this mysterious land. At the end of our trek, we’ll 
spend our last day exploring the lost city of Petra, carved into the desert mountains.

britain
v

cancer

" Trekking across the desert in Jordan was quite 
simply the best experience of my life. The people were 
incredible, the organisation was second to none and 
the landscapes were breathtakingly beautiful. Sitting 
around the fire under the starry skies each night sharing 
stories with other trekkers was wonderful. I made friends 
that will last a lifetime. The Jordan Desert Trek is a 
challenge I would thoroughly recommend to anyone."
Liz Elmont, Jordan Desert Trek Participant 2008

'Your Country Needs You!' 
You can make a real difference in the fight against cancer 
by joining this bucket list Britain V Cancer trek. If you have 
any questions or need further information, please phone 
the Dream Challenges team on 01590 646410 or by e-mail 
events@dream-challenges.com. Please note, places are 
limited for this sandstorm of a challenge, so please register 
today to avoid disappointment.

www.dream-challenges.com@DreamChallenges        @dreamchallenges        @dream_challenges



The itinerary
Day 1 | London – Amman
We catch a flight from London Heathrow and arrive in Amman, Jordan, in the late evening/ early 
morning. After a short coach transfer we reach our overnight accommodation by the shores of the 
Dead Sea. Contrary to its deceptive name, the Dead Sea is not a sea but a magnificent Salt Lake and 
the lowest place on Earth, at 410m below sea level. The Dead Sea is renowned for being nearly ten 
times as salty as the ocean and for thousands of years, has attracted visitors and tradesmen alike.

Day 2 | Dead Sea - Feinan | approx. 1.5 hours
We enjoy a relaxed start to the day with the opportunity to acclimatise. This morning, we have 
the chance to bathe in the Dead Sea, which also has hot sulphur springs and mud deposits that 
are reputed to have healing properties. After lunch, we’re transferred by coach along the shore 
of the Dead Sea and enjoy stunning views of canyons and waterfalls. Our coach drops us off at 
Wadi Araba, the valley connecting the Dead Sea with the Red Sea. This marks the starting point of 
our challenge and we embark on a comfortable warm-up hike, passing some Bedouin camps and 
settlements. This walk will give us a first ‘feel’ of the vastness of the area (and the sheer amount of 
sand) and will lead us to our Bedouin overnight camp, located next to the archaeological site of the 
biblical Feinan copper mines, right in the middle of the desert valley.

Day 3 | Feinan - Faron | approx. 8 hours
Today, we trek from the low-lying valley floor at Feinan (200m) to Faron in Jordan’s Black 
Mountains at 1350m. Our desert adventure takes us through a number of climate zones and 
across a variety of rock formations and strata. The trail leads us through wild Bedouin country, 
using ancient canyon trails that occasionally offer views over the Wadi Araba border area. Half 
way through our trek, we reach the ancient Roman copper smelting site of Umm el Amad, part of 
the biblical Feinan complex. From this point on, the scenery changes. We leave the sheer walled 
canyons behind and enter an amazing landscape of white sandstone domes, often dotted with 
patches of Juniper trees, the last remnants of the ancient Juniper forests that once covered this 
landscape. We start to see Bedouin encampments as we climb higher and get a real feel for the 
lifestyle here. After this memorable day of trekking through Jordan’s Black Mountains, we reach 
our own campsite and are rewarded with an incomparable view of the stars, free from light 
pollution.

britain
v

cancer

www.dream-challenges.com@DreamChallenges        @dreamchallenges        @dream_challenges



Day 4 | Faron - Um Ellada | approx. 8 hours
We remain on higher ground today following well-trodden Bedouin donkey trails. The vistas are 
vast, barren, rugged and incredibly beautiful. Occasionally, we catch a glimpse of the Crusader 
fortress at Shaubak, which towers over the desert. The 22km trek eventually brings us to our camp 
at Um Ellada.

Day 5 | Um Ellada - Moeesra | approx. 6.5 hours
Today, we trek across highland desert. After several hours of trekking, we arrive at Beidah, the 
archaeological site known as Little Petra. Petra’s little sister is believed to have been the major 
caravanserai, a fortified roadside resting place of the Nabataean capital. We plunge into this valley 
and get an impression of what awaits us in Petra. Amidst white sandstone domes, on either side 
of the hidden valley lies an archaeological wonderland. The views in this area are of unforgettable 
beauty. From Little Petra, we trek along the awesome sandstone rocks until we reach our final 
night campsite at Moeesra.

Day 6 | Moeesra - Petra | approx. 6 hours
We reach the hidden city of Petra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the seven modern 
wonders of the world. We enter Petra from the lesser used eastern approach, close to the ancient 
monastery, a 40m-high monument carved from one massive rock. The views from this ridge 
towards the valleys beneath are absolutely staggering. We explore this vast site on foot, visiting all 
of Petra’s famous landmarks, including the ancient monastery, treasury and library. We leave Petra 
via the famous 1200m long canyon, a crack in the impenetrable cliff, barely wide enough for man 
and beast to pass through. Finally, we reach our finish line in the village of Wadi Musa.

Day 7 | Explore Petra
Today, we have a free day. You can re-visit Petra or take an optional tour to Wadi Rum, a place 
of great natural beauty, which also finds itself high on UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites. 
Wadi Rum was famously described as “The Seven Pillars Of Wisdom” by Lawrence of Arabia. This 
evening, we enjoy our well-deserved celebration dinner at a local restaurant.

Day 8 | Amman – London
This morning, we transfer by bus to Amman airport, where we catch our flight back to the UK.
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Your questions answered
How does it work? 
To take part in this Britain V Cancer challenge, you need to pay a non-refundable registration fee of 
£299, which is used solely for non-travel costs. It’s then your choice how you fund the challenge:

Option One - Minimum Sponsorship: Select the cancer charity or hospice of your choice and 
fundraise a minimum of £2,990 for them. Providing you have raised the funds by 7 August 2019 
the charity you are supporting will pay the challenge costs (£1,495) on your behalf. The challenge 
costs include your flights (not including airport and fuel tax), accommodation, food, transfers, 
guides and challenge support. The rest of the funds will go directly towards their work.

Option Two - Self Funding with Sponsorship: Pay the challenge costs yourself (£1,495) by 7 August 
2019 and then fundraise as much as you can for the cancer charity or hospice of your choice or 
make a donation.

How fit do I have to be? 
This challenge is not designed for Olympic athletes – it’s designed for people looking for an 
amazing goal to train and get fit for. A number of the people who will take part in this trek will 
have little or no fitness level when they sign up. Britain V Cancer is the perfect motivation to get 
fit, lose weight and have an experience of a lifetime. Once you’ve signed up, we give you a realistic 
training programme, which gradually builds up as the challenge gets closer.

Am I too old?
Absolutely not! One of the amazing things about this Britain V Cancer challenge is that people of 
all ages will come together to do something very special. The age range is likely to be from 18 to a 
youthful 80. 
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I’m worried about signing up on my own… 
Please don’t be! Most people will sign up to this trek on their own. Once  you’ve registered for the 
challenge, we’ll send you a link to the private Britain V Cancer Jordan Desert Trek Facebook group 
as often there will be someone in your local area you can meet up to train or fundraise with.

Do I need special equipment? 
You will of course need a pair of walking boots. We’ll supply you with a comprehensive list of 
everything you’ll need to take on the challenge well before your departure date. 

Where will we sleep overnight? 
You’ll spend the nights that follow trekking days in Bedouin tents at desert campsites and the 
remaining nights in comfortable tourist class hotels.

Can I extend my stay at the end of the challenge? 
You can absolutely extend your stay at the end of the challenge to explore Jordan further or to take 
a well-deserved break. If you wish to extend your stay, you’ll need to come out of our group flights 
(and of course, we would deduct the cost from your balance). 

What other costs will I pay? 
You will need to budget for your airport taxes and fuel surcharges, personal travel insurance, 
gratuities, optional tours and personal expenses, including travel to and from the departure 
airport in London. 

What about insurance and visas? 
You will need to take out your own personal travel insurance covering health, accident, loss and 
repatriation. Dream Challenges has a recommended policy that provides appropriate cover for 
this type of activity. We will send you the details once you have registered. You can however take 
out your own insurance, providing it covers you for a charity trek in Jordan. A group visa will be 
organised for entry into Jordan.

How do I sign up?
The best way to sign up is to go to the 
Britain V Cancer – Jordan Desert Trek 
2019 page on our website: 
www.dream-challenges.com/
challenges/britain-v-cancer-jordan-
desert-trek-2019/ 
and register online. Alternatively, you 
can call us on 01590 646410. 
Places are getting lapped up faster than 
water in the desert, so please secure 
your place today to avoid missing out!
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Every two minutes someone in the UK is diagnosed  
with cancer
  
 ∙  One in three people will be affected by cancer at some stage in their life 
 ∙  Over 200,000 people each year are cared for by hospices across the UK 
 ∙  There are more than 360,000 new cancer cases in the UK every year -  
  that’s nearly 990 every day  
 ∙  Cancer causes more than one in four of all deaths 
 ∙  166,135 people die from cancer every year

A shared empathy
If you have been personally affected by cancer or just want to ensure that your local community 
has sufficient resources to care for those that are, this amazing challenge offers you the 
opportunity to join with others that share your goal. Together, we’ll trek to raise critical funds for 
charities and hospices that are committed to caring for people with cancer and searching for a cure.

How we support you 
The Dream Challenges team are here to help you achieve your challenge and we’ll support you all 
the way. We are on hand from the minute you sign up to answer any questions that you may have 
about your training or the challenge itself.

Training 
Once you’ve registered for the Jordan Desert Trek, we will send you a realistic training programme 
to help you get fit for the challenge. The programme builds up gradually as the challenge gets 
closer.

But there's hope…
More than 80% of people diagnosed with cancer types which are easier to 
diagnose and/or treat survive their cancer for ten years or more
Cancer survival in the UK has doubled in the last 40 years 
One third of cancers can be cured if detected early enough and treated
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Theo Peeters is our desert expert. Having led challenging treks across 
the ancient Jordan Desert for several years now, he knows a fair bit about the mysterious 
land and the legends surrounding it. We enjoy the privilege of having Theo as our ground 
handler for the Britain V Cancer Jordan Desert Trek and we’ve taken the fabulous opportunity
to pick his brains about what challengers can really expect when trekking from the Dead Sea to 
the ancient city of Petra.

What’s your favourite thing about the desert?
My favourite thing about the desert is the fact that you can feel so disconnected from almost 
everything else. It’s the time to really be with yourself and with the other trekkers around you, that 
you can be with the here and now without being distracted by normal day to day things.

Petra is one of the modern 7 wonders of the world. What would you say gives the city this status?
On the trek, the highlight in Petra is certainly when we arrive there on the last trekking day. We 
arrive through the lesser used ‘back door’, with beautiful views over the valley and the desert 
and then suddenly, it’s there; the Monastery, one of the most impressive sites of Petra. It’s very 
different, compared to entering through the main gate with all the other tourists - it kind of makes 
you feel superior!

What can we expect from the Britain V Cancer Jordan Desert Trek?
Every day is a highlight. Participants can expect a very peaceful and easy-going country, very 
friendly people and stunning, really stunning, surroundings. You experience and appreciate it so 
much more when trekking through the desert, rather than travelling only on a bus. You can expect 
to be challenged at some points during the trek, you can expect fantastic nights under the sky and 
most of all, stunning views and surroundings all the way.

Tell us about the stars in the desert! 
The viewing of the stars is best done in the desert. There are many Bedouin stories, as well as 
Egyptian and Greek mythical stories, about the stars. To hear them, you will need to go on the trek! 
Whilst sleeping in the desert on our trek, you have the option of sleeping in the tents or sleeping 
on your mattress under the stars. On the first night, most trekkers might be sleeping in the tents, 
on the last night almost everybody is under the stars! 

What’s the food and accommodation like? 
Food is great, the best, really, of all the desert treks, according to all the feedback we get! Farid 
has been our cook for more than fifteen years and his food is just the best. Time permitting, he 
sometimes gives us cooking lessons on the Middle East cuisine. The hotel near the Dead Sea is 
luxurious, the one in Petra more modest but certainly adequate. It will feel like a five-star hotel 
after five nights under the stars!

Could you summarise what makes the Dream Challenges Jordan Desert Trek so special? 
The special thing about this trek is that it’s located right on the Dead Sea fault line. Because of this, 
spectacular views are guaranteed every day. People often think that the desert is boring, but on our 
trek, this could not be further away from the truth. You start from a world-famous site (the Dead 
Sea) and you finish at another (Petra). It couldn’t get better than this!

YOU SEE MANY SHOOTING STARS, EVERY EVENING. WHILST 
SLEEPING UNDER THE STARS, YOU JUST CAN’T MISS THEM!

www.dream-challenges.com@DreamChallenges        @dreamchallenges        @dream_challenges
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Conditions of entry
1.  A non-refundable registration fee of £299 is required to participate in this challenge and should  
be paid direct to Dream Challenges. 

2.  If you have selected: 

Option One – You pay the non-refundable challenge registration fee direct to Dream Challenges when you register for the 
challenge. You must raise the agreed minimum amount of sponsorship as specified by your chosen charity, 100% of which must be 
sent to your charity at least ten weeks prior to the challenge departure date and will be used to cover your tour costs, including air 
fare (not including airport taxes and the fuel surcharge), accommodation, food, transfers, guides and challenge support.

Option Two – You pay the non-refundable challenge registration fee direct to Dream Challenges when you register for the 
challenge. You must pay the full challenge costs of £1,495 which will need to be paid to Dream Challenges ten weeks before the 
departure date to secure your place on the challenge. You agree to raise as much sponsorship and / or make a personal donation for 
the charity of your choice. 

3.  Under Option One, If you are unable to raise the minimum sponsorship required you will forfeit your right to a place on the 
challenge or you could make up the shortfall yourself. 

4.  If you do not take up your place for any reason, you must inform Dream Challenges and your charity immediately. You must 
contact all your sponsors to ask if they wish to make a donation or have their sponsorship returned. You must send all sponsorship 
forms and sponsorship money collected to your charity. 

5. The good reputation of your charity is paramount. You must agree to act lawfully and to follow the fundraising guidelines laid out 
by the charity you are supporting.

6. All participants taking part do so at their own risk. Dream Challenges has organised flights, accommodation, food, guides etc 
and is fully bonded by the Civil Aviation Authority ATOL No. 10456. In making these arrangements Dream Challenges is acting 
as your agent and is unable to accept liability for any loss or damage, however arising, or for cancellation of the challenge due to 
circumstances beyond their control.

7. Itineraries, schedules and accommodation may change and other alterations may occur, which are beyond the control of Dream 
Challenges.

8. If you are refused passage/entry/exit to or from Jordan any additional costs incurred are your responsibility.

9. You must not be dependent on alcohol or drugs or have any criminal convictions.

10. Your passport must be valid for at least six months from date of return to the UK. You are responsible for ensuring that you have 
a valid passport for the challenge. Passport control and other authorities will reserve the right to refuse entry.

11. Your travel insurance must cover health/accident/loss/ repatriation during the challenge. You must supply proof of travel 
insurance ten weeks prior to departure or you may forfeit your place on the challenge.

12. For health and safety reasons the tour operator, ground agents and/or medical staff reserve the right to stop any person from 
participating. 

13.  The tour operator and local staff should not be subject to inappropriate verbal or physical behaviour. In any such case we reserve 
the right to exclude any person from the challenge. 

14.  You must agree to be bound by Dream Challenges’ Booking Conditions. 

15.  You must be at least 18 years of age before the departure date of the challenge unless permission has been given by Dream 
Challenges.

This contract is governed by English Law and the exclusive jurisdiction of the English Courts. The challenge is operated by Dream 
Challenges. Flights and ground arrangements are ATOL bonded (10465) through Dream Challenges Ltd, Newcourt House, New 
Street, Lymington SO41 9BQ.
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