
 
 

Ethiopia – Historic Tour 

17 - 28 November 2018 

This tour runs at the same time as our Hike For Hope - Ethiopia as an alternative for any of you who 

don’t feel you’ll be able to take on the challenge and for friends and family of the hikers. Please note that 

if less than five people sign up to this tour, we won’t be able to run it. 

Days 1 and 2 | London - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

We take an overnight flight with the Hike For Hope trekkers from London and arrive at Addis Ababa Bole 

International Airport in central Ethiopia on Day 2, where we’re welcomed by our local ground team and 

transferred to our hotel in the city. 

 

Addis Ababa means ‘new flower’ in Amharic and sits in one of the highest parts of the Entoto 

mountain chain. After a rest at our hotel, you have the option to walk around Addis Ababa and 

visit Piazza in the afternoon. Piazza is the heart of Addis Ababa and the old neighbourhood and so 

wandering these streets gives us a great first taste of this amazing country. It gives us a chance 

to see the slightly Italian spirit of the past that Piazza, a legacy of the Italian occupation, captures 

so well.  

Lunch:  Radisson Blu Hotel 

Dinner and overnight: Hilton Hotel 

 

Day 3 |Addis Ababa 

After breakfast at the hotel, we have a full day city tour of Addis Ababa, including a visit to apparently, the 

best museum in Africa! The National Museum features cultural and archaeological relics, such as a plaster 

cast of "Lucy," the 3.2 million-year-old Hominid.  

We then mix it up with a bit of religion as we visit the Holy Trinity Cathedral: the official seat of 

the Orthodox Archdiocese of Addis Ababa. The cathedral bears the title 'Menbere Tsebaot' or 'Pure Altar'. 

The church compound is the burial place for those who fought against the Italian Occupation or those 

who accompanied the Emperor into exile from 1936 to 1941.  

After enjoying lunch at a local restaurant, we visit Emperor Menelik’s Palace, located in Mount Entoto, 

which rises to an altitude of 3,200 meters and offers a panoramic view of the metropolis. The excitement 

doesn’t end there! From the palace, we make our way to the St George Cathedral and Museum. This Piazza 

cathedral is one of Addis' most beautiful churches, whose grey, stone exterior is easily outdone by the 

flashes of colour and art inside. It was commissioned by Emperor Menelik II to commemorate his 

stupendous 1896 defeat of the Italians in Adwa, and dedicated to St George (Ethiopia’s patron saint), 

whose icon was carried into the battle. 

Our brains now bursting with knowledge, we return to the Hilton Hotel to have a delicious dinner and 

rest.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orthodox_Archdiocese_of_Addis_Ababa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_East_Africa


Lunch: Top View 

Dinner and overnight: Hilton Hotel 

 

Day 4 | Lalibela (Morning flight)  

Following an early breakfast at the hotel, we transfer to the airport and catch our flight to Lalibela in 

northern Ethiopia. Standing at 2,600 meters above sea level, this historic city contains eleven monolithic 

churches. Together classified as one of the wonders of the world, these enthralling pilgrimage sites were 

built in the twelfth century. Each church has a unique architectural style; all are superbly carved from pink 

granite rock and most of them are decorated with well-preserved murals. The entire town is described as a 

sculpture dedicated to the glory of God.   

 

After lunch at a hotel with a beautiful garden, we explore the Monastery of Nakuto Leab, so named after its 

constructor, the nephew and successor of King Lalibela and rest tonight in a comfortable village hotel with 

stunning views. 

 

Lunch: Seven Olives Hotel 

Dinner and Overnight: Tukul Village Hotel 

Day 5 | Lalibela 

We spend our full day today visiting the first and second group of the rock hewn churches in Lalibela. 

Tonight we “Tuk” ourselves in at the Tukul Village Hotel, whose cute huts with unique furnishings offer 

spectacular views of the lush local area. 

 

Lunch: Ben Abeba Restaurant 

Dinner: Mountain View 

Overnight: Tukul Village Hotel 

Day 6 | Drive Lalibela - Bahir Dar 

In the morning, we transfer by coach to Bahir Dar, a pleasant city located at 1,800 meters above sea level 

on the shores of Lake Tana, the largest lake in Ethiopia. There, we head straight to Bezawit Hill to enjoy 

the view of Lake Tana and then to the Blue Nile Bridge. 

Crossing the river 1 km downstream of where it flows out of Lake Tana, the Blue Nile Bridge was 

inaugurated by Emperor Haile Selassie in 1961. This is a fantastic place to spot hippos, crocodiles and 

water birds and later, we retire to our hotel in Debre Tabor. 

Lunch: Hibert Hotel, in Debre Tabor 

Dinner and overnight: Kuriftu Resort and Spa 

Day 7 | Bahir Dar 

After breakfast at our hotel, which has very good coffee, we take a half-day boat ride on Lake Tana. This 

gives us the chance to explore its fabulous collection of ancient monasteries, dramatically situated on the 

lake's islands and peninsulas. We can also soak up the rich history and admire the ornate frescoes of the 

Ura Kidane Mihret church on the Zeghie peninsula. 

In the afternoon, we drive to the magical Blue Nile Falls or “Smoke of Fire”, which is known locally Tis Esat 

Falls. These falls are like something out of a cartoon or fairy tale. Stretching 100 m wide, the water plunges 

for 45 m, giving a magical rise to steam clouds and rainbows!  

 



This evening, we dine at a local restaurant and also have the option to visit a local bar, before we rest 

overnight in the gorgeous Kuriftu Resort and Spa. 

 

Lunch: Desit Restaurant 

Dinner and overnight: Kuriftu Resort and Spa 

Day 8 | Drive Bahir Dar - Gondar 

 

We start our drive to Gondar in the morning and stop along the way to visit the World Heritage Site of 

Guzara Castle. Its strong walls have stood watching over Lake Tana for at least four centuries and treats 

us to incredible views of this natural beauty. We arrive in Gondar in time for lunch at our hotel there. 

Suitably refreshed, we head to Fasilida’s Bath, attributed to Fasidala and Iyasu I. Lying in a charming, 

stone building and surrounded by bushy green trees, this bath brims with history and hosts a Christian 

festival once a year called the Timkat Celebration. The ceremony replicates Christ’s baptism in the Jordan 

River and is seen as an important renewal of faith.  

Later, we take a trip to the Mentewab's Palace at Kuskuam, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and to the 

Empress Mentewab herself, who was a major political figure during the reigns of her son.  

Lunch: Goha Hotel 

Dinner: Four Sister Restaurant 

Overnight: Goha Hotel 

Day 9 | Gondar 

We continue our exploration of Gondar this morning, visiting the Royal Enclosures, Iyassu’s Palace and 

the oldest and most impressive building in the area, Fasiladas’ Palace. Standing at 32 metres tall, this 

monument was built by an Indian architect with a unique mix of influences from India, Portugal and the 

ancient Aksum Kingdom. 

Following the palaces, we check out the amazing hill-top church of Debre Berhan Selassie, meaning “Light 

of the Trinity”, which boasts beautiful frescoes (watercolour murals). In the afternoon, we have an optional 

visit the small, lake-side town of Gorgora and enjoy its quiet natural beauty and chilled, tropical vibe. 

Alternatively, you can relax at our hotel, before dinner and a good night’s rest, before a busy day 

sightseeing tomorrow. 

Lunch: Lammergeyer Hotel 

Dinner: Quara Hotel 

Overnight: Goha Hotel 

Day 10 | Flight to Axum 

In the morning, we’re transferred to the airport to catch our flight to the ancient city of Axum. 

Dating back to the 10th century B.C ., Axum was home to the Queen of Sheba and still hosts the Ark of the 

Covenant, which, it is told, her son originally brought to Axum. Axum was the capital of the long Axumite 

reign, one of the oldest African empires and represented a crucial connecting point between Africa and 

Asia for almost a thousand years.  

 

Here, we visit the Stele of Axum, a collection of granite monoliths from pre-Christian times and decorated 

with symbolic engravings. During the Italian occupation of Ethiopia, Mussolini had taken one of these 

monoliths all the way to Rome, but it has since been re-erected in Axum so we can admire all the 

monoliths in their full glory. We continue our sightseeing with a visit to the tombs of the 6th Century King 



Kaleb and his son, King Gebre Meskel and then on to the Bath of Queen Sheba. This morning ends with a 

trip to Ezana’s trilingual tablet, one of the few ancient written records to come from pre-Islamic Africa.  

 

After lunch at a local restaurant, we explore the church of Saint Mary of Zion, which contains the crowns 

of Ethiopian kings and other treasures. Rich with new knowledge, we move on to see the ruins of Dungur 

and the Palace of Queen Sheba, before topping off today’s royal tour with a visit to Gobedra. This rock 

sculpture located in Gobo Dura represents a crouching lioness and when we get up close, we can see this 

queen of the animal kingdom carved into the stone. 

 

Lunch: AB Restaurant/ Sabean Hotel 

Dinner and Overnight: Sabean International Hotel 

Days 11 & 12 | Yeha  -Wukro - Mekel’le - Addis Ababa - UK 

Our last day in Ethiopia begins with a drive to Yeha to visit the museum there, along with the oldest 

standing building in Ethiopia, the Sabean Temple of the Moon. This is a tower built in the Sabean style 

and although there’s no specific date of origin, it’s dated through comparison with ancient structures in 

South Arabia, to around 700 BC. 

We then settle down for lunch, before transferring to to Wuquro (2Hrs) and visit its rock hewn church and 

the temple dedicated to the moon god, Almaqah. Hopping back into our coach, we drive to Mekel’le to 

catch the flight back to Addis Ababa. 

Welcomed back into Addis Ababa by our ground agent staff, we meet back up with the Hike For Hope 

trekkers and dine together with a farewell traditional dinner and a show of live music and dance. Now 

jammed full of knowledge and amazing memories, we transfer to the Bole International Airport and catch 

our late-night flight back to London, arriving in the UK on Day 12. 

Lunch: Adigrat 

Dinner: Yod Abyssinia Traditional Restaurant 

Overnight: Hilton Hotel 

Your questions answered 

 

What does it cost? 

Reg fee: £299 ($448.50) 

Tour price: £3,700 ($5,550) - Self fund only, this tour doesn’t include a sponsorship option 

 

How do I book my place? 

If you’re interested in signing up to this tour, please get in touch with us by calling 01590 646410 or 

emailing us at mailto:events@dream-challenges.com. 

 

Is this tour for charity? 

No, as an historic tour rather than a challenge, there is no sponsorship option and the trip does not 

support the Hike for Hope charities.  

 

Who can take part? 

This tour runs at the same time as our Hike For Hope - Ethiopia as an alternative for any of you who don’t 

feel you’ll be able to take on the challenge and for friends and family of the hikers. Please note that if less 

than five people sign up to this tour, we won’t be able to run it. There is no upper age limit. 

 

tel:01590646410
mailto:events@dream-challenges.com


How fit do I need to be? 

This is not a challenge, so you don’t need to be overly fit to come along. One of the visits is at 3,300 m, 

which is a fairly high altitude, so you may experience shortness of breath, but you won’t be hiking. 

  

What’s the accommodation like? 

We stay in three-star standard hotels throughout the tour. 

 

What’s included? 

The tour cost covers all hotels, transfers, international flights, domestic flights, boat fees, government tax, 

local guide fees, entrance fees, an English-speaking tour guide and a Dream Challenges Tour Manager. 

 

 

If you’re interested in signing up to this tour, please get in touch with us by calling 01590 646410 or 

emailing us at events@dream-challenges.com. 

 

*This is a complex itinerary and is subject to change 
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